1968 Austin FX4  London Taxi
My current project is a London Taxi.  The Austin FX4 was built from 1967 to 1980 and several are still in service today in London.  When Carolyn and I were in London several years ago, she said if I could take home a souvenir it would be a London Taxi.  In August, we found one on  E-BAY and were the successful bidder.  We hooked up the trailer and drove to Laguna Beach, California and picked it up.  The car is complete with extra parts, new tires, mechanically sound, a damaged rear quarter panel and the worst paint job I have ever seen.  The car has right hand drive, 4-speed manual transmission, 4-cylinder 52 h.p. gasoline engine, and has the original owners manual and taxi meter.   The interior is in very good condition, all glass is excellent, all instruments and gauges work, and chrome and stainless pieces are in excellent condition.  Carolyn and Verne helped me off load it from the trailer the first time but Carolyn said “not again”. The car is built like a tank and was so heavy I was forced to install a third roll-up door in my shop.  So the Overhead Door Company had a new customer. My daughter gave me a membership in the London Vintage Taxi Association which has been a great resource on spare parts and technical support. I have been doing some serious cleaning and have been going through the entire braking system (wheel and master cylinders, brake shoes, the cleaning and flushing of the brake lines and storage reservoirs).  Both rear axle oil seals and gaskets have been replaced.  The gas tank has been removed, repaired by A-1 Radiator, cleaned and prepped for paint. The rear end, driveline, and rear shock dampers have been removed and are being prepped for paint.  The driver door handle has been repaired by Ted Coven.  Jerry Szerlip has come out to provide input on the repair of the rear quarter panel. 
